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On Oct. 27, Attorney General Acisclo Valladares was formally suspended from his post. Valladares
was originally appointed Attorney General by President Jorge Serrano in March 1991. The post
will now be held by Valladares's deputy, Edgar Tuna. In the National Congress, 99 out of a total
116 deputies voted in support of the findings of a special legislative commission. The commission
had recommended Valladares be stripped of his immunity and suspended from his post in order
to face charges that he orchestrated a coverup in a fraud case in which his brother, Luis Domingo
Valladares, was involved. (For previous coverage see CAU 10/09/92.) The case stems from charges
filed by two of Acisclo Valladares's aunts, who accuse Luis Domingo Valladares of having swindled
them out of some US$15 million worth of property and cash. Valladares had previously declared
he would voluntarily renounce his immunity in order to face the charges and prove his innocence.
Nevertheless, in comments to reporters following the congressional vote, Valladares described the
decision as a "triumph" for South American drug cartels, which have converted Guatemala into
a key transshipment point. According to Valladares, the narco rings are manipulating the case to
force his replacement with a new, more docile attorney general less likely to crack down on drug
trafficking. Involvement in the case by Jose Maria Velazquez, a 31- year old Salvadoran attorney
who served as administrator of the estate of the two aunts, reinforces Valladares's accusations.
Velazquez is wanted in El Salvador for his alleged connections to international narcotics rings. The
Valladares brothers have filed charges against Velazquez, who they accuse of illicitly attempting
to control the estate of the two Aunts. Between charges and counter-charges, several civil and
criminal suits are now pending in the courts in connection with the case making the possibilities of
a rapid resolution nearly impossible. Valladares's appointment as Attorney General expires in 1996.
(Sources: Notimex, 10/27/92; Agence France-Presse, 10/28/92; Agencia Centroamericana de NoticiasSpanish news service EFE, 10/27/92, 10/29/92)
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